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a nature as to prevent the free passage of neutral vessels, and
Turkey agrees to provide such vessels with either the neces-
sary instructions or pilots for the above purpose.
2.   Warships, including Fleet Auxiliaries, Troopships, Aircraft
Carriers and Military Aircraft.
(a)   In Time of Peace.
Complete freedom of passage by day and by night under
any flag, without any formalities, or tax, or charge whatever,
but subject to the following restrictions as to the total force:
The maximum force which any one Power may send
through the Straits into the Black Sea is not to be greater than
that of the most powerful fleet of the littoral Powers of the
Black Sea existing in that sea at the time of passage; but with
the proviso that the Powers reserve to themselves the right to
send into the Black Sea at all times and under all circumstances,
a force of not more than three ships, of which no individual
ship shall exceed 10,000 tons.
Turkey has no responsibility in regard to the number of war
vessels which pass through the Straits.
In order to enable the above rule to be observed, the Straits
Commission provided for in Article 10 will, on the ist January
and the ist July of each year, enquire of each Black Sea littoral
Power the number of each of the following classes of vessel
which such Power possesses in the Black Sea: Battleships,
battle-cruisers, aircraft-carriers, cruisers, destroyers, subma-
rines, or other types of vessels as well as naval aircraft; dis-
tinguishing between the ships which are in active commission
and the ships with reduced complements, the ships in reserve
and the ships undergoing repairs or alterations.
The Straits Commission will then inform the Powers con-
cerned that the strongest naval force in the Black Sea com-
prises: Battleships, battle-cruisers, aircraft-carriers, cruisers,
destroyers, submarines, aircraft and units of other types which